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this interview, states that " circumstances existed which threatened to postpone the marriage indefinitely, if not altogether to prevent it."1 To these, which have not been divulged, Poe presumably referred. On reaching Providence he delivered the lecture, "The Poetic Principle,"the same evening, December 20, to a large audience. He remained in the city, and still pleaded with Mrs. Whitman to be married and to return with him to Fordham. He was stopping at the Earl House, and there occasionally drank at the bar with some young men of the city. On Friday evening, December 22, he called at Mrs, Whitman's, partially intoxicated ; but, says Mr. Pabodie, who was present, he was quiet and said little. The next morning he was full of contrition and profuse of promises for the future, and he persuaded Mrs. Whitman to appoint Monday evening for the ceremony. He then wrote to Dr. Crocker, engaging him to officiate, and to Mrs, Clemm, advising her to expect himself and his wife on .Tuesday at Fordham. In the afternoon, however, Mrs. Whitman received a note from a friend, informing her that Poo had that morning again drunk at the bar of his hotel, and she therefore finally decided to break off the match. When Poe called, says Mrs. Whitman, "no token of the infringement of his promise visible in Ma appearance or manner." 2 This
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